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This paper describes an A2 level English class for 7th-grade students. The 10-week 
course focuses on vocabulary building, speaking, and reinforcing A1/A2 level grammar.  
The needs analysis plan is described to provide context for the course and was used as 
a basis for the course design and instructional choices. The main body of the paper discusses 
instructional strategy and detailed course design. Key course aspects include scaffolding, 
relevance, and emphasis on active engagement and interaction. Class materials for Weeks 1-3 
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Due to the pandemic and continued uncertainty about the availability of in-person 
classes throughout the 2021/2022 schoolyear, a primary school in Bakonysárkány, Hungary, 
requested an English language course that is fully available online, with in-person or video-
based interactive checkpoints, depending on the local health regulations. The class is offered 
as an additional option on top of the standard English classes. It is aimed at students who 
wish to expand their vocabulary and improve their speaking further. 
The key stakeholder in this project is the Language Department Lead who oversees 
the English and German classes. She is available as a consultant throughout the design and 
pilot development phase. The project is for English only at this stage. In the future, there may 
be opportunities to reuse the same model to build a similar German class as well. 
Analysis Plan 
The needs analysis has taken place in the form of two interviews with the Language 
Department Lead. The first interview was an unguided conversation. The second one 





Needs Analysis Questionnaire 
Questions Answers (notes taken during interview) 
Audience 
What grade(s) do you plan to offer this 
class to? Grades 6-7, age 12-13 
What is the current size of the standard 
in-person classes? 24-27 
Do kids come from relatively 
homogeneous or diverse ethnic and social 
backgrounds? 
Somewhat diverse, mainly Hungarian, 
minority Roma 
What is their current skill level? A1 
What is the learning goal that you cannot 
achieve in the standard in-person class? 
Due to class size it's difficult to do meaningful 
interactive speaking sessions, vocabulary 
building is also challenging, if they don't 
absorb the text well enough on their own 
there's not always time to go through it 
properly in class 
What do you think is the main obstacle? 
Large group size, hard to manage 6 breakout 
groups speaking at the same time, not enough 
time for immersive text analysis 
Learning goals 
What is the desired skill level you want 
to achieve with this class? A2 as per COE 
What are the key skills the class should 
focus on? Vocabulary building, speaking 
Do you want to select students (e.g., via 
an entry test)? 
Yes, to ensure even skill levels and limit group 
size 
How much self-paced, guided, and 
interactive learning would you find 
suitable? 
1.5h self-study, 45 min interactive with 
instructor per week 
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Questions Answers (notes taken during interview) 
How does grades from this class fit into 
the overall curriculum? Independent 
Organizational needs and goals 
Why do you want to build an online 
course? 
Prepare for potential future covid waves, 
reusable on demand, pilot, expand learning 
opportunities 
Is there a platform you would prefer? 
Yes, Google Classroom - already in use, kids 
and faculty are familiar with it, not interested 
in exploring other options, don't want kids to 




The audience of the course are 12–13-year-olds (Grade 6-7) learning English as a 
second language. The standard class size is 24-27. Students come from diverse social and 
economic backgrounds. Their skill level also varies on a relatively wide spectrum. The 
minority of the class is of Roma ethnicity, the majority are Hungarian.  
Organizational Needs 
The class size of standard classes is 24-27. The large group setting does not lend itself 
well for interactive practice and is not optimal for individual or small group speaking 
exercises. There is a need to offer more practice opportunities to students who are at the 
appropriate level in a setting that fosters interaction, offers individual speaking opportunities, 
and provides direct feedback from the instructor.  
There is also a request from the Language Department Lead to build an online course 
in the event of further restrictions or lockdowns due to the pandemic. As the future is difficult 
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to predict in light of the new virus variants, the school would like to build on last year’s 
experiences and be prepared to shift from in-person to remote learning quickly, if need be. 
Organizational Constraints 
The school mandates the use of Google Classroom for all online content due to two 
main reasons. One is that it was already used the previous year and thus faculty and students 
are all familiar with the platform. Another important consideration is to ensure inclusion of 
students who come from low-income families - thus a free, reliable platform with essential 
tools such as Docs and Slides is ideal. For the same reason it is also important that the 
platform is accessible from any device (PC, laptop, smartphone) regardless of model or 
operating system.  
Course Attributes 
Prerequisites 
The current level of English in the target class is A1 on the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages. A1 level speakers can: 
• Understand and use very frequently used everyday expressions as well as 
simple phrases to meet immediate needs. 
• Introduce themselves and others and can ask and answer questions about 
personal details such as where they live, things they have and people they 
know. 
• Interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and 
is prepared to cooperate. 
Passing an entry test is a prerequisite for enrolling in the class. The entry test will 




This optional course is A2 level. An A2 level speaker can: 
• Understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to the areas of 
experience most immediately relevant to him/her (e.g., very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, places of interest, employment, etc.). 
• Communicate in simple, everyday tasks requiring no more than a simple and 
direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. 
• Describe in simple terms aspects of his/her past, environment and matters 
related to his/her immediate needs. 
In other words, the goal is to practice basic grammar (Simple Present, Simple Past, 
Present Continuous) in speaking, improve verbal communication skills and fluency, and 
expand vocabulary by processing material covering five predefined topics. The topics 
selected are (1) Famous people, (2) Notable landmarks, (3) Technology in our lives, (4) 
Online learning, and (5) Influencers on social media. A secondary goal is to provide exposure 
to British culture.  
Course Goals 
In line with the A2 level requirements detailed above, this optional course has the 
following goals: 
1. Reinforce grammar (Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past Simple). 
2. Build vocabulary around basic topics such as family, people, landmarks, 
immediate environment, and daily habits. 
3. Offer extra opportunities to practice speaking and receive individual feedback. 
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Goals 1 & 2 are mapped to A2 requirements. Goal 3 has been identified as a specific 
need due to the constraints of the standard classes.  
Currently, learners have two 45-minute classes per week in a class of 24-27. Since the 
group size is large and the audience’s skill level varies, this setting gives very opportunity for 
each student to practice speaking. In comparison, the instructor-led part of the optional class 
is fully focused on fluency, resulting in a sixfold increase in speaking opportunities for the 
learner, as shown in Figure 1. 
Figure 1 
Comparison of time spent on speaking focused activities in standard and optional classes 






Although learners join the class from a variety of devices, in-built accessibility 
features in Google Workspace1 help foster inclusion of hearing- or vision impaired 
learners: 
• Voice typing, editing, and formatting: Use the mic and enable voice typing in 
Docs and Slides, to write and edit without a keyboard 
• Braille: Use a braille display to read and edit Docs, Sheets, Slides, and 
Drawings  
• Screen reader & magnifier: Zoom in or use the screen reader across G Suite 
products to improve legibility 
These features are helpful in making reading, typing, and navigation easier. 
Accessibility issues are possible with content created outside of Google Workspace, 
for example Activity 1.3: You’re a Wizard! or Activity 2.2: The Storm. Learners can 
request support from the instructor if they run into issues with processing these 
interactive materials.  
Screenshots in class materials are mostly for decorative purposes, except for a class 
activity Meetup in London in Week 3. The contrast of the map was tested with 
PowerPoint’s grayscale tool (see Image 85 in Appendix B) to ensure visibility of the 
starting points. The image is a little bit busy in both the coloured and grayscale 
versions. Learners may require verbal guidance in locating the starting and ending 
points of their route.  





Course Content and Structure 
The planned course design consists of 10 modules covering five topics, with two 
modules focusing on each topic. One module consists of about 1,5-2h worth of self-study 
material and a 60-min synchronized session with the instructor (in-person or online), 
amounting to a total of ~25h engagement throughout 10 weeks. Since this is on top of the 
standard class schedule, we are proposing the modules to be consumed at a weekly cadence, 
i.e., 1,5-2h self-study and 1h synchronized session per week for 10 weeks. 
Instructional Approach 
To reiterate, the course has three main goals:  
1. Reinforce grammar (Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past Simple). 
2. Build vocabulary around basic topics such as family, people, landmarks, 
immediate environment, and daily habits. 
3. Offer extra opportunities to practice speaking. 
Course Design 
The course is designed around five themes, each theme spanning two weeks. While 
activities in both weeks are around the same theme, the weekly assignments are designed to 
gradually increase from guided to unguided communication as described in Table 2. 
Reducing the level of guidance in stages is a deliberate use of the zone of proximal 











Part 1: Self-study Vocabulary building, exposure to spoken language, 
grammar refresher, grammar drills 
Part 2: Instructor-
led session 
Guided speaking, activating grammar and 
vocabulary 
Week B 
Part 1: Self-study Vocabulary building, exposure to spoken language, 
independent creative writing exercises 
Part 2: Instructor-
led session 
Unguided presentation, reinforcing grammar and 
vocabulary 
 
Focusing on the same theme on both weeks allows learners to expand, deepen, and 
internalize new vocabulary and to practice it through repetition at various levels of 
independence. A secondary purpose of using themes is to help make the course content 
relevant to learners, increasing their motivation to learn (Keller, 2010). Presenting the subject 
matter in a context that is familiar and attractive to the learner maintains attention and 
encourages active engagement.  
Grammar 
The course covers A2 level grammar with the following three verb tenses in focus: 
Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past Simple. Learners are already familiar with these 
tenses when they enrol in the course. New grammar includes grammar structures that can be 





Weekly Topics, Themes, and Grammar Focus 
Week Topic Theme Grammar focus 
1 & 2 Famous people Harry Potter Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past 
Simple refresher and practice 
3 & 4 Notable 
landmarks 
London Present Simple vs Present Continuous 
practice 
5 & 6 Technology in 
everyday life 
Gadgets Agreeing and disagreeing 
I also think so…, I don’t agree with that…, 
My opinion is that…, On the other hand…, 
I’m with you on that..., etc. 
7 & 8 Online learning Oxford 
University 
Phrasal verbs 








Comparatives and superlatives 
More, less, fewer, than 
 
Vocabulary 
Vocabulary building is an independent, active exercise in this course and is an integral 
part of the weekly assignment cadence. Learners identify and collect new words, phrases, and 
expressions themselves, as opposed to being given word lists. While the instructor is 
available to clarify meaning or usage, the onus is on the learner to explore new vocabulary 
independently. This not only helps learners process and internalize the new content, but it 
also allows them to be more involved by taking partial ownership of their learning 
experience. Being responsible for a sub-task makes the learning experience more successful 
and rewarding as “self-initiated learning involving the whole person—feelings as well as 
intellect—is the most pervasive and lasting” (Knowles, et al. 2005). While mainly an 
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andragogical method, we found it appropriate to allow this particular audience to take almost 
full responsibility for one task that runs throughout the whole course. However, considering 
the target age group (12–13-year-olds) we want to avoid a potential problem of lack of 
instruction which is typical in virtual learning environments and online learning (Merriam & 
Bierema, 2013). Students of this class are on the brink of ‘Stage 1: Dependent/Lacking self-
direction’ and ‘Stage 2: Interested/Confident’ in Grow’s self-directed learning stages model. 
Thus, the role of the instructor in this particular exercise is to help learners set goals and to 
assist with development of learning strategies (Grow, 1991). Rather than managing a fully 
independent self-directed learning exercise without supervision, which would be 
inappropriate for this age group, learners are to experience independent work with access to 
instructor guidance on demand via the online classroom space.  
Assessment and Rewards 
Since the class is optional, the resulting grades are independent from assessments in 
the main curriculum. The main purpose of assessments in this course is to provide feedback 
to the learner. Table 4 presents the scores awarded for activities in the instructor-led session. 
The self-paced section is not scored for the following two reasons: (1) worksheets and 
interactive exercises provide immediate feedback upon completion, and (2) the main purpose 
of writing exercises is to prepare for the oral presentation, which is graded (see evaluation 






Activity type Score 
Participation in warm-up exercise 1 pt 
Presentation 10 pts 
Guided discussion or presentation following a familiar pattern 6 pts 
Casual discussion or group game (varies weekly) 3 pts 
Submitting weekly vocabulary sheet 5 pts 
Total per week: 25 pts 
 
Learners can earn 250 points total in the course. The passing score is 200 points 
(80%). Learners successfully completing the course earn a printed certificate. 
Furthermore, there are two prizes learners can earn every other week. One is a smaller 
prize awarded for winning a game-based activity (B-week), the second one is a bigger prize 
for best performance during a two-week block (awarded on the following A-week). Prizes 
match the theme of the week. 
Instructional Materials 
The course consists of 10 weeks total. In this project three modules (Week 1-3) are 
fully implemented. The detailed design of these three modules is included in Appendix A.  
Entry Test 
As mentioned in the Prerequisites section, students are selected for this optional class 
via an entry test that assesses grammar skills. This is to ensure learners in the class are at a 
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similar level and are able to understand the grammar structures they will be required to use in 
the writing and speaking assignments. The entry test assesses proficiency of A1 grammar. 
Orientation 
Prior to the commencement of the course, learners meet with the instructor for a 30-
minute orientation session. The instructor explains the course goals and walks them through 
the course structure and schedule.  
The instructional goal of this session is to establish confidence by setting and 
communicating expectations. Letting learners know what is expected of them decreases 
anxiety and instils confidence. “If the students have the appropriate level of ability and 
prerequisites for a given course, they will have a much higher expectancy for success if the 
performance requirements and evaluative criteria are made clear” (Keller, 2010). 
Week 1-10: Overview 
The speaking class activities listed below follow a similar pattern in every module. 
• Ice breaker: A short fun game to get the session started. (Type of game varies). 
• Agenda: Instructor explains what to expect in the session. 
• Warm up: Recall the weekly reading. 
• Feedback and wrap up: Reflect on students’ performance, recap key learnings, 
confirm next steps. 
These components frame the synchronized session. The main class activities in 
between vary from week to week. As Weeks 1-3 are worked out in detail, looking at those 
three modules should give an idea about what these fixed components will look like 




Week 1 (A): Famous People 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page text about a famous person.  
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to famous 
people and popularity. 
3. Give a 1-min guided presentation on a famous person using Present Simple, 
Present Continuous, and Past Simple tenses. 
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Throughout the course learners collect at least 15 words or 
phrases per week. Each week they submit their vocabulary 
sheet to the instructor. 
Vocabulary 
builder sheet 
1 Learners read a text about Daniel Radcliffe and complete the 
exercises on the worksheet.  
Text and 
worksheet 




1 Students will be assigned one of four Harry Potter 
Characters: Harry, Ron, Hermione, or Draco. They read the 




2 Ice breaker: Two truths and a lie - 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up - 
2 Presentation rounds 




Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
2 Learners talk about a random character. Character cards 
2 Celebrity interview roleplay (in pairs) Role descriptions 
2 Regroup in main call or classroom - 
2 Feedback and wrap up - 
 
Week 2 (B): Famous People 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Write a 1-page description about a famous person using Present Simple, 
Present Continuous, Past Simple tenses. 
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to famous 
people and popularity. 
3. Give a 2-min presentation describing a person. 
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners watch the video Talking about your family Annotated video 
1 Learners watch an interactive video and fill in the gaps. 





1 Learners are assigned an actor that plays one of the Harry 
Potter characters. The need to think of at least 5 
adjectives to describe him or her and add them to the 





Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners write a 1-page description about the actor 
following the prompts provided. 
Essay prompts 
2 Ice breaker: Finish the story - 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up - 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about an actor without mentioning the 
name. 
- 
2 Guessing round 
Listeners guess who the speaker was talking about. 
- 
2 Catch the Golden Snitch! Kahoot quiz 
Prize: Golden Snitch 
chocolate 
2 Feedback and wrap up - 
 
Week 3 (A): Notable Landmarks 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page text about city architecture.  
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to sights, 
landmarks, and architecture. 
3. Use Present Simple and Present Continuous tenses correctly to talk about 




Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners watch the video Exploring London. Video 
1 Learners complete a crossword about places in 
a city. 
Crossword 
1 Learners complete a matching exercise about 
London sights. 
Photo - description matching 
worksheet 
1 Learners read a text about The Great Fire of 
London. 
Text 
1 Learners read the description of a landmark 
and prepare to talk about it to the class. 
Landmark descriptions 
1 Learners are asked to find a small souvenir 
from abroad and bring it to class for the 
speaking session. 
- 
2 Ice breaker: Talk about your souvenir item - 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up  - 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about their assigned landmark. 
- 
2 Learners talk about a random landmark. Landmark cards 
2 Meetup in London 
Learners get a map of London and explain how 
to get to the meeting point. 
Map of London with numbers 
and routes outlined 
2 Feedback and wrap up Prize for Week 1&2 best 






Week 4 (B): Notable Landmarks 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Write a 1-page description about a famous landmark using Present Simple, 
Present Continuous, and Past Simple tenses. 
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to city sights, 
landmarks, and architecture. 
3. Give a 2-min presentation describing a landmark. 
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners watch a video talking about architecture. Annotated video 
1 Learners watch a video and fill in the gaps. They 
then complete three grammar exercises based on the 
video. 
Interactive video exercise 
and worksheet 
1 Learners are assigned a landmark (different from the 
previous week). They need to think of at least 5 
adjectives to describe it and add them to the 
vocabulary builder sheet.  
Landmark profile sheets 
1 Learners write a 1-page description about their 
landmark following the provided prompts. 
Essay prompts 
2 Ice breaker: Which city? - 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up - 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about their landmark without 




Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
2 Guessing round 
Listeners try to guess which landmark the speaker 
was talking about. 
- 
2 Ride the London tube! Kahoot quiz 
Prize: Double-decker 
chocolate 
2 Feedback and wrap up - 
 
Week 5 (A): Technology in Our Lives 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page conversation about technology. 
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to famous 
technology. 
3. Talk about an object using Present Simple and Present Continuous tenses. 
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners read a conversation and complete the 
exercises on the worksheet.  
Text and worksheet 
1 Learners watch a video and complete three 
corresponding grammar exercises. 
Interactive video and 
exercises 
1 Students are assigned a gadget or device. They read 
the descriptions and prepare to talk about it to the 
class. If they own a similar device, they can talk 




Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
2 Ice breaker: What video have you watched last on 
YouTube? 
- 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up  - 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about their device. 
- 
2 Learners talk about a random device. Device cards 
2 Discussion: Your favourite app - 
2 Feedback and wrap up Prize for Week 3&4 best 
performance: Mr X 
pocket board game 
 
Week 6 (B): Technology in Our Lives 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Write a 1-page description about technology using present simple, present 
continuous, past simple tenses. 
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to technology. 





Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners watch a video discussing technology. Annotated video 
1 Learners watch a video and fill in the gaps, then 
complete three corresponding grammar exercises. 
Interactive video 
exercise 
1 Learners watch the video Technology and free time. 
They read the prompts and think about how they use 
technology every day. 
Video and 
worksheet/prompts 
1 Learners write a 1-page description about what 
technology they use at school and in their free time. 
Essay prompts 
2 Ice breaker: How many apps do you have on your 
phone? What do you use them for? 
- 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up - 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about how they use technology. 
- 
2 Expressing opinion: Students reflect on each other’s 
presentations, calling out two things they agree and 
disagree with.  
- 
2 Online or offline? Kahoot puzzle game 
Prize: Phone stickers 





Week 7 (A): Online Learning 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page text about online learning.  
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to learning, 
online learning, and the online classroom experience. 
3. Give a 1-min guided presentation about their own learning experience. 
Weeks 7 & 8 touch on the theme of Week 1 & 2. As the main theme is Oxford 
University, materials about brick-and-mortar education will be built around this theme, 
including a Harry Potter tour with scenes from the movie that were shot at Oxford. This is 
meant to be a subtle way to trigger recall of the learning experience in Week 1 & 2. 
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners read a blog entry about Oxford University and 
complete the exercises on the worksheet.  
Text and worksheet 
1 Learners watch the Harry Potter Tour video and 
complete the corresponding exercises. 
Interactive video and 
exercises 
1 Students will be assigned a part of a 4-part text about 
online learning. They will be asked to underline phrasal 
verbs in the text. They also prepare to talk about the 
assigned section to the class. 
4-part text 
2 Ice breaker: Toilet paper roll If class is in-person: 1 
roll of toilet paper 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up  - 
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Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about their part of the weekly reading. 
- 
2 Learners summarize a part of the text that someone else 
from the class presented and call out one thing they agree 
and one thing they disagree with.  
Talking point cards 
2 Discussion: Your favourite app - 




Week 8 (B): Online Learning 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Write a 1-page description about online learning using Present Simple, Present 
Continuous, Past Simple tenses. 
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to learning, 
online learning, and the online classroom experience. 
3. Demonstrate the ability to use phrasal verbs in spoken language. 
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners watch a video about online learning. Annotated video 
1 Learners watch an interactive video and fill in the gaps, 
then complete three grammar exercises. 
Interactive video 
exercise 
1 Learners watch a video and read the transcript.  Video and transcript 
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Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners write a 1-page description of their own 
experience with online learning. They prepare to present 
to the class. 
Essay prompts 
2 Ice breaker: Three things in common - 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up - 
2 Presentation rounds - 
2 Win an app! Kahoot quiz 
Prize: English learning 
app download 
2 Feedback and wrap up - 
 
Week 9 (A): Influencers on Social Media 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page text about influencers on social media.  
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to social 
media, online communities, and influencers. 
3. Give a 1-min guided presentation about an influencer they follow. 
Weeks 9 & 10 bridge back to Weeks 1 & 2 where learners learned to describe a 
person. They will need to recall ways to talk about a person and apply that knowledge in the 




Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners read the text about Cara Delevingne and 
complete the exercises on the worksheet.  
Text and worksheet 
1 Learners watch an influencers video and complete 
the exercises. 
Interactive video and 
exercises 
1 Students will be assigned one of four influencers: 
Harry Styles, Brooklyn Beckham, Emma Watson, 
or Tanya Burr. They read the descriptions and 
prepare to talk about the influencers to the class.  
Character descriptions 
2 Ice breaker: Tell a joke - 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up: Comparison  
I am taller than you but shorter than Eva.... 
- 
2 Presentation rounds 
Learners talk about their assigned influencer. In 
addition to describing the person they also need to 
talk about what the influencer is posting about. 
- 
2 Learners talk about a random influencer. Influencer cards 
2 Your influencer profile 
Instructor flips through slides. Learners select one 
attribute from each slide, building an influencer 
profile step-by-step. At the end they talk about 
themselves assuming the role of the imaginary 
influencer. 
Influencer slides: name, age, 
field, platform, followers, 
biggest achievement, biggest 
scandal  







Week 10 (B): Influencers on Social Media 
Learning Objectives 
1. After completing this module, students will be able to: 
2. Write a 1-page description about an influencer using present simple, present 
continuous, past simple tenses. 
3. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to learning, 
online learning, and the online classroom experience. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to use comparatives and superlatives in spoken 
language. 
As this is the last week of the course, part of the synchronized session is dedicated to 
acknowledging completion of the course and celebrating the achievement.  
Content and Materials 
Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
1 Learners watch a video about social media. Annotated video 
1 Learners watch an interactive video and fill in the gaps, 
then complete three corresponding grammar exercises. 
Interactive video 
exercise 
1 Learners select an influencer they follow and write a 1-
page description about them using the provided prompts. 
Essay prompts 
2 Ice breaker: Picnic 
Each learner says a picnic item in alphabetical order. Each 
learner adds on another item, while repeating the items 
mentioned before.  
- 
2 Agenda - 
2 Warm up - 
2 Presentation rounds - 
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Part  Task or activity Supporting assets 
Learners talk about the influencer of their choice. 
2 In the spotlight Kahoot quiz 
Prize: Selfie Stick 
2 Feedback, celebration and wrap up 
In addition to the feedback on the weekly performance, 
the instructor also recaps the key grammar elements 
covered in the course. Learners share main takeaways. 
Instructor congratulates learners for completing the course 





Implementation and Evaluation 
As described in the Organizational Needs section, the class is designed to be flexible 
in that the synchronized sessions can be held online or in person. Currently--as of 2021 Fall--
classes are held in person and the first implementation of the course is planned to take place 
in person, too. This requires printing of the in-person class materials.  
Timeline 
A school year consists of two semesters in Hungary. Spring 2022 is a potential 
timeframe to pilot the course. A ten-week window between 31 January - 24 April would be 
recommended, allowing one week for Easter break in between.  
Evaluation 
Performance evaluation is discussed in the Instructional Strategy section.  
Program evaluation 
Kirkpatrick’s 4 levels of evaluation were the basis for designing the evaluation 
approach (Kirkpatrick, 1998). However, given that the target audience is less autonomous 
than an adult audience, and the organizational context is fully managed by faculty, focus is 
shifted towards learning experience, outcomes, and program design in the program evaluation 






Program evaluation metrics 
Metric Description Success criteria 
Participation How many learners start and 
complete the program 
At least 4 groups sign up (12-16 
students) 
Course is completed by at least 
75% of enrolled students 
Performance How well learners are doing 
throughout the course 
Students’ average grade for class 
participation is at least 80% 
Learner 
feedback 
• How much did learners feel they 
have learned 
• How did they enjoy the course 
• Was the course implemented in a 
way that suits their needs 
Average 4 score 
 
Participation and performance are tracked through classwork. Learner feedback is 
collected via a post-program survey in Google Form. 
Reaction 
1. This course was fun and engaging. 
2. I would be interested in enrolling in a similar course at the next level. 
Learning 
3. I learned a lot in this course. 
4. I feel more confident at speaking after completing the course. 
Design 
5. The course goal was clear. 
6. The teaching materials were relevant to the course goals. 
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7. The number of practical exercises was optimal. 
8. The number of tests and graded assignments was optimal. 
9. The amount of individual and group assignments was optimal. 
10. I received ample personalized feedback on my individual work. 
Questions are presented in a Likert-scale format with 1 indicating “Strongly disagree” 
and 5 indicating “Strongly agree”. Although the purpose of the Likert-scale format is to make 
aggregation easier, the survey results are going to be analysed in detail. For example, 
questions 3 and 4 are used to measure the learner’s own sentiment rather than actual learning 
and will be compared to the grades the learner earned in the class to understand the 
correlation between learners’ impression of their own progress and their grades. 
Similarly, questions 5 - 10 will be analysed to evaluate certain parts of the design and 
answer questions such as “Do we need to add more individual exercises?” or “Should we 
provide even more personalized feedback?”.  
The Google Form is set not to collect email addresses to encourage honest feedback. 
As Google Classroom does not have a feature to unlock content pieces on a trigger--such as a 
certain date or completion of a prerequisite--this survey is not attached to the course. It will 
be sent to participants by the instructor at the end of the course. 
Conclusion 
The course goals for this class offered ample opportunity to apply and implement well 
researched instructional methods in the course design. A scaffolded approach and focus on 
active engagement, interaction, immersion, as well as appropriate level of learner autonomy 
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Appendix A: Instructional Materials for Weeks 1-3  
This section presents the instructional materials for Weeks 1-3 as implemented in 
Google Classroom. For each week, an overview screenshot is included to show how the 
weekly content is presented in Google Classroom’s collapsed view. Then, each activity is 
expanded and accompanied by a description of its instructional purpose. All assets used in the 
class were created by the author unless otherwise noted in the description. Attachments to the 
activities are presented in Appendix B with screenshots. Publicly accessible links are 
included for assets that cannot easily be presented with screenshots, such as videos.  
Week 1: Famous People 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page text about a famous person.  
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to famous 
people and popularity. 
3. Give a 1-min guided presentation on a famous person using Present Simple, 
Present Continuous, and Past Simple tenses. 










Activity 1.1: Vocabulary Builder 
This activity spans through all ten weeks. It addresses one of the main course goals, 
vocabulary building. The instructional goal is to introduce independent work. In Week 1, this 
also establishes a routine for the coming weeks. The attached material is a Google Sheet 
template. Learners make a copy of this template and use the sheet to build their word lists 
each week. 
Image 2 





Activity 1.2: Talking About Yourself 
The purpose of the activity is to refresh grammar and also to provide a model for 
talking about character traits in the first person. Learners can follow this model in the 
subsequent assignments. The attachment is a document with a description written in simple 
present tense, and three grammar and comprehension exercises. This content has been 
adapted from a similar worksheet shared on iSL Collective2. 
Image 3 
Activity 1.2 in Google Classroom
 
Activity 1.3: You’re a Wizard! 
Students practice the simple past tense via an interactive video. A movie scene from 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, which learners are very likely to be familiar with, was 
selected for this content. Since the full transcript of the scene covers grammar that is out of 




scope, this activity only focuses on the sentences that contain verbs in the simple past. Ten 
fill-in-the gaps checkpoints are included in the video, prompting learners to type in the 
correct form of the missing verbs. The present forms of the verbs are given in brackets after 
the sentence.  
This interactive video was created with iSLCollective’s online video editing tool3. 
Image 4 
Activity 1.3 in Google Classroom
 
Activity 1.4: Talking About Someone Else 
In this exercise learners talk about character traits in the third person. The goal of this 
activity is to apply the previously explored structure to a different person and prepare for oral 
presentation at the weekly synchronized session. Students are encouraged to use new 
vocabulary. 




There are four copies of this activity in Google Classroom, each copy describes a 
different character. Once students sign up for the class, the instructor can assign these 
activities to specific students. As a result, learners will see only their own assignment in their 
individual view. 
The attachments are documents with descriptions similar to the Daniel Radcliffe 
sheet. The model will be familiar to the students, but the descriptions contain new 
vocabulary.  
Image 5 





Activity 1.5: Upload Your Vocabulary 
The instructor checks the word lists for accuracy and uses it for guiding the 
conversations at the synced session (i.e., make sure those words are used). This assignment 
repeats every week. There are no attachments here; learners simply have to upload a link to 
their vocabulary sheet to complete the assignment. 
Image 6 
Activity 1.5 in Google Classroom 
 
Activity 1.6: Attend Class 
The last assignment each week is attending the weekly synchronized session. As a 
reminder, the outline of the session is as follows. 
Activity Instructional notes 
1 Ice breaker: Two truths and a lie 
Everyone makes three statements, two 
of which are true and the third one is a 
lie. The group has to guess which one 
is the lie. 
[5 min] 
Lead-in, help students get to know each 
other better, establish a positive atmosphere 
for the session. 
2 Agenda 
Instructor explains what to expect in 
this session. 
[2 min] 
Setting expectations, building confidence. 
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Activity Instructional notes 
3 Warm up  
Taking turns, each student says 2-3 
sentences about Daniel based on the 
reading in the self-paced part. 
[5 min]  
Recall the material reviewed during the 
week. Sentences can be verbatim from the 
text. The goal of this exercise is to activate 
the relevant grammar and prime attention to 
the celebrity context.  
4 Presentation rounds 
Students take 2-3 minutes to talk about 
their assigned characters. Each student 
not speaking asks one question at the 
end.   
[10 min] 
The next two exercises are the main focus of 
the session. Based on the character sheet 
content, students describe a person. The 
main goals are: 
Activate vocabulary 
Practice grammar and spoken language 
Acquire fluency 
Instructor helps guide the discussion to focus 
on character traits, abilities, adjectives to 
describe a person, using the vocab sheets 
students submitted. 
5 Character cards 
Students pick a card. Each card is a 
quick profile of one of the four 
characters - photo and key facts. Each 
learner has to talk about the character 
following the same pattern as before. 
<Material: Character cards> 
[10 min] 
Learners apply a familiar pattern; however, 
they can only rely on a few bullet points now 
(decreasing guidance, increasing 
independence).  
6 You’re a celebrity! 
In small groups or breakout rooms of 
2, students roleplay a celebrity 
interview. One student takes on the 
role of a celebrity, the other one plays 
the interviewer.  
Students take 1 minute to read the role 
assignments. They talk for 2-3 minutes 
then swap roles. 
<Material: Role descriptions> 
[15 min]  
The goal of this exercise is to give learners 
an opportunity to practice what they have 
learnt independently. Since there is little 
guidance, students must use the new 
words/expressions and reinforced grammar 
creatively to express themselves. The 
instructor can pop in and out of breakout 
rooms/small groups randomly to follow 
progress but is not supposed to interrupt or 
give immediate feedback.   
7 Regroup in main call or classroom [5 min] 
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Activity Instructional notes 
Returning from the small groups or 
breakout rooms, students briefly 
explain which celebrity they chose to 
be.  
Recap to practice past tense (I was XY…, I 
said…, He asked about....”) and help 
internalize the results of the creative thinking 
process. 
8 Feedback and wrap up 
Instructor gives feedback on the 
warmup (recall exercise) and 
presentations and asks each learner to 
share 2 key takeaways from this class.  
Confirm to-dos for next week and time 
and date for the next synced session. 
[8 min]  
 
Parts 5 & 6 require instructional materials. These are attached in Google Classroom, 
along with an evaluation rubric (see Appendix C). The character cards were created in 





Activity 1.6 in Google Classroom 
 
Week 2: Famous People 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Write a 1-page description about a famous person using Present Simple, 
Present Continuous, Past Simple tenses. 
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to personal 
characteristics and traits. 
3. Give a 2-min presentation describing a person. 





Week 2 Content in Google Classroom 
 
Activity 2.1: Talking About Your Family 
The goal of this exercise is to put grammar and vocabulary in a larger context. It also 
exposes learners to spoken language. The video is a conversation between two friends talking 
about family. The speech bubbles follow what’s being said. The second part of the video 
presents the same questions and leaves time for the learner to answer out loud.  
The video is followed by three grammar exercises testing understanding of the 
conversation and grammar. Learners also have the option to join an online conversation. 
However, this requires signing up on an external page. Participation in the online discussion 
is optional and is not tracked in the class. This content was curated from the British Council’s 
Learn English with Teens site4.  










Activity 2.2: The Storm 
The next video allows learners to observe the use of the past simple tense in a story 
context. The story is read out slowly enough for A1-2 learners to follow. Subtitles are also 
provided, with verbs in past tense highlighted. The verb list and exercises below the video 
offer further learning and practice opportunities. 
Image 10 





Activity 2.3: Actors in Real Life 
In this activity learners need to think and compose text independently. They are asked 
to write a description following a now familiar pattern that was covered in Week 1. First, a 
fully worked out model is given to them (Week 1.2: Daniel Radcliffe text), then they apply 
the same model to another person with guidance (Week 1.3: character assignments), and 
finally they practice talking about a person at the weekly class with just talking points as a 
guide (Class 1.1: character cards). They now have an opportunity to put it all together and 
actively create a short description from scratch. The job aid in this exercise also provides 
additional vocabulary. All students have access to the same job aid. The instructor will assign 
the actors (Evanna Lynch, Robbie Coltraine, Alan Rickman, or Ralph Fiennes) via a class 
announcement 
Image 11 





Activity 2.4: Upload Your Vocabulary 
Repeating the assignment from Week 1, the instructor checks the word lists for 
accuracy and uses it for guiding the conversations at the synced session (i.e., make sure those 
words are used). This assignment repeats every week. There are no attachments here; learners 
simply have to upload a link to their vocabulary sheet to complete the assignment. 
Image 12 
Activity 2.4 in Google Classroom 
 
Activity 2.5: Attend Class 
The last assignment this week is attending the weekly synchronized session. The 
outline for this session is shown in the following table. 
Activity Instructional notes 
1 Ice breaker: Finish the story 
Instructor starts with an unfinished 
sentence. Learners take turns to add 
one sentence to continue the story. 
Complete 2-3 rounds including the 
instructor. 
[5 min] 
Lead-in, establish a fun atmosphere. 
Opportunity to practice grammar: Instructor 
opens with a sentence in the past tense and 
keeps adding past tense sentences when it’s 
their turn. 
As soon as I woke up....,  
Then I saw something through the window… 
I thought it was… 
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Activity Instructional notes 
Then I realised... 
2 Agenda 
Instructor explains what to expect in 
this session. 
[2 min] 
Setting expectations, building confidence.  
3 Warm up 
Taking turns, each student tells the 
class 2-3 new adjectives they have 
learned. 
[5 min] 
Repetition, share and internalize new words. 
4 Presentation rounds 
Students take 2-3 minutes to talk 
about their assigned actor without 
mentioning their names.   
[15 min] 
Guided practice of spoken language. Learners 
present their character based on the text they 
processed in the self-paced section. 
• Activate vocabulary 
• Practice grammar and spoken language 
• Acquire fluency 
• Practice presentation of familiar 
material (can rely on notes or memory) 
5 Guessing round 
Students not speaking try to guess 
who the speaker is talking about. 
They can ask questions about the 
actor or the movie character to find 
out who he or she is.  
[5 min] 
The rules of this game are strict in order to 
encourage learners to ask a lot of questions: 
they are not allowed to guess repeatedly or 
shout out their guesses. Instead, they take 
turns to ask questions and they can only guess 
when it’s their turn. If they guess incorrectly, 
they are out and not allowed to guess 
anymore.  
6 Catch the Golden Snitch! 
This is a fast-paced Kahoot game 
where learners get to practice 
irregular verbs. They have to enter 
the correct form of the verb. 
Whoever gets the top score gets a 
Golden Snitch chocolate. 
<Material: Kahoot quiz> 
<Prize: Golden Snitch Chocolate> 
[5 min] 
This is a fun practice exercise to further allow 
repetition of the irregular verbs and also give 
learners a chance to wind down after the 
intense presentation rounds.  
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Activity Instructional notes 
7 Feedback and wrap up 
Instructor recaps the warm-up 
exercise, gives feedback on the 
presentations, and asks each learner 
to share two key takeaways from this 
class. Confirms to-dos for next week 
and time and date for the next 
synchronized session. 
[10 min]  
 
The class material for this session is an online Kahoot game. The goal of this game is 
to practice and reinforce past tenses of 20 irregular verbs through a fast-paced drill. Learners 
have ten seconds to select the correct form of the verb from four options.  
A note on timing: Kahoot only allows 5, 10, 20, 30, or more seconds options. Five 
seconds was determined too short to read and comprehend all the answers, therefore the next 
best option was selected (although 7-8 seconds would be ideal).  
There is no attachment in Google Classroom for this game. A join code is generated 
when the instructor starts the game. Learners can join in from their phones or computers and 
answer the quiz questions. Answers are scored. The winner gets a chocolate Golden Snitch as 





Activity 2.5 in Google Classroom 
 
Week 3: Notable Landmarks 
Learning Objectives 
After completing this module, students will be able to: 
1. Read and comprehend a 1-page text about city architecture.  
2. Build their own vocabulary by collecting 15 new words related to famous 
people and popularity. 
3. Use Present Simple and Present Continuous tenses correctly to talk about the 
present. 










Activity 3.1: Exploring London 
We open this week with a video that introduces famous London sights. The video is 
subtitled and appropriate for A2 level learners. It exposes learners to native language and 
pronunciation at a medium speed. Learners can play the video as many times as needed.  
The main goal of this activity is to familiarise learners with key sights in London and 
to introduce vocabulary related to city landmarks, sights, and architecture.  
This content was curated from Loescher Editore’s channel on YouTube5.  
Image 15 
Activity 3.1 in Google Classroom 
 
  




Activity 3.2: Crossword: The City of London 
The second activity this week is a fun, low-stakes crossword game. This is a way for 
learners to actively process material without any pressure. The goal is to get familiar with 
famous London sights which they will discuss in the rest of the assignments. 
The crossword was created with Discover Education’s online puzzle maker tool6. This 
tool does not offer a way to add images. However, in this case it is important that students 
learn the names of the sights and associate them with the correct buildings or features. 
Google Slides was utilized to insert and format the images and create the layout. The final 
output is an image attached to the assignment. 
Image 16 
Activity 3.2 in Google Classroom 
 
  




Activity 3.3: Famous Landmarks 
In this activity students test their knowledge about London landmarks. The 
instructional purpose is to present new vocabulary for talking about landmarks and 
architecture. The two-part quiz focuses on reading and comprehension. In the first part 
learners have to match an image to a description. The descriptions are not obvious--students 
need to read and understand the text to identify the correct answer. In the second part learners 
identify correct statements that match an image.  
Image 17 
Activity 3.3 in Google Classroom 
 
The answer options in the quiz present new vocabulary in a way that allows the 
learner to arrive at the correct solution by guessing or elimination after fully reading and 
comprehending all the options. For example, even if they do not know the word “flank”, they 











Activity 3.4: The Great Fire of London 
In this reading and comprehension exercise students are presented with new 
vocabulary and ways to talk about sights, landmarks, and architecture. The text and 
accompanying exercises focus on simple past tense. The attachment is a document curated 
from en.islcollective.com. 
Image 19 





Activity 3.5: Landmarks 
This activity follows the same pattern seen in Week 1. There are four copies of this 
activity in Google Classroom. Once students enrol in the class the instructor can assign a 
copy to each participant.  
Through this assignment learners explore new vocabulary and prepare to talk about an 
object using simple present and simple past tense. 
Image 20 





Activity 3.6: Upload Your Vocabulary 
Repeating the assignment from Week 1, the instructor checks the word lists for 
accuracy and uses it for guiding the conversations at the synced session (i.e., make sure those 
words are used). This assignment repeats every week. There are no attachments here; learners 
simply have to upload a link to their vocabulary sheet to complete the assignment. 
Image 21 
Activity 3.6 in Google Classroom 
 
Activity 3.7: Attend Class 
As usual, the last assignment of the week is attending the weekly class. The outline of 
the session is as follows. 
Activity Instructional notes 
1 Ice breaker 
Learners present their objects and talk 
about them to the class.  
Ice breaker activity to get the session 
started. Instructor helps guide the 
conversation and direct the focus on the 
past tense. 
Where did you get it from? When did you 
get it? Who gave it to you? 
2 Agenda 
Instructor explains what to expect in this 
session. 
[2 min] 
Setting expectations, building confidence. 
63 
 
Activity Instructional notes 
3 Warm up  
Taking turns, each student says 2-3 
sentences about the Great Fire of London 
based on the reading in the self-paced 
part. 
[5 min]  
This activity follows the same pattern as 
the warm-up exercise in Week 1 (A). 
Recall the material reviewed during the 
week. Sentences can be verbatim from the 
text. The goal of this exercise is to 
activate the relevant grammar and prime 
attention to the celebrity context.  
4 Presentation rounds 
Students take 2-3 minutes to talk about 
their assigned landmarks. Each student 
not speaking asks one question at the 
end.   
[10 min] 
Based on the landmark sheet content, 
students describe a landmark. The main 
goals are: 
Activate vocabulary 
Practice grammar and spoken language 
Acquire fluency 
Instructor helps guide the discussion to 
focus on adjectives to describe 
architecture, using the vocab sheets 
students submitted. 
5 Landmark cards 
Students pick a card. Each card is a quick 
profile of a landmark - photo and key 
facts. Each learner has to talk about the 
landmark following the same pattern as 
before. 
<Material: Landmark cards> 
[10 min] 
Learners apply a familiar pattern however 
they can only rely on a few bullet points 
now (decreasing guidance, increasing 
independence).  
6 Meetup in London 
Learners get a map of London with four 
numbers on them. Each student is 
assigned a number. They agree to meet at 
the Tower. Taking turns, each student 
explains where they are and the first stage 
of how they get to the Tower. The turns 
continue until they all “arrive” at the 
meeting point. 
<Material: Map of London with numbers 
and routes outlined> 
The goal of this exercise is to practice the 
Present Simple and Present Continuous 
tenses. 
I am at… 
I am walking towards… 




Activity Instructional notes 
7 Feedback and wrap up 
Instructor gives feedback on the warmup 
(recall exercise) and presentations and 
asks each learner to share two key 
takeaways from this class.  
Confirm to-dos for next week and time 
and date for the next synced session. 
[8 min]  
 
Parts 5 & 6 require supporting materials. The landmark cards were prepared in 
Google Slides and work the same way the character cards in Week 1. Each student is 
assigned a card and talks about the object to the class using only key facts as a guide.  
Students will use a map for the Meetup game. Each student is assigned a letter that 
indicates their starting point. Taking turns, they describe their route from their starting point 
to the Tower using simple present and present continuous tenses. The instructor guides the 
game encouraging players to note nearby landmarks and directions.  










Appendix B: Attachments 
Screenshots of all Google Classroom attachments are included in this appendix. 
Where the material cannot easily be presented with a single-page screenshot—such as videos 
or documents with several pages--, a high-level preview and a publicly accessible link are 
included. 
Week 1 
Activity 1.1: Vocabulary Builder 
Image 23 




Activity 1.2: Talking About Yourself  
Link to asset 
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Activity 1.3: You’re a wizard!  
Link to video 
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Activity 1.4: Talking About Someone Else 
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Activity 1.6: Live or Synchronized Class 
Image 30 
Character cards: Draco  
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Character cards: Hermione  
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Celebrity Roleplay: Celebrity 
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Activity 2.1: Talking About Your Family 
Link to video 
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Activity 2.2: The Storm 
Link to video 
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Activity 2.3: Actors in real life 
Image 43 




Activity 2.5: Live or Synchronized class 
Image 44 
Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 1 
 
Image 45 





Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 3 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 5 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 7 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 9 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 11 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 13 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 16 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 17 
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Kahoot Game Presenter View: Question 19 
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Activity 3.1: Exploring London  
Link to video 
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Activity 3.2: Crossword - The City of London  







Activity 3.3: Famous Landmarks 
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Activity 3.4: The Great Fire of London 
Link to asset 
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Activity 3.5: Landmarks 
Image 76 



















Activity 3.7: Live or Synchronized Class 
Image 80 
Landmark Cards: Big Ben 
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Landmark Cards: St Paul’s Cathedral 
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Appendix C: Class Participation Evaluation Rubric 
Image 86 
Evaluation Rubric for Class Participation: Warm-up, Presentation, and Discussion 
 
 
